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Palamon Capital Partners sells Movie Park Germany  

 
Palamon Capital Partners (“Palamon”), one of Europe’s leading mid market private equity firms, 
has sold Movie Park Germany (“the Park”) to Parques Reunidos, the international entertainment 
operator based in Madrid, for an undisclosed amount.  Movie Park Germany, Germany's third 
largest theme park, is the remaining asset of the Star Parks Group, a holding company created by 
Palamon in 2004 to purchase seven large-format theme parks from Six Flags, Inc.  In 2006, six of 
the seven parks were sold and the group turned its attention to the repositioning and turnaround of 
Movie Park Germany. 
 
With Palamon’s support, the Star Park’s management team embarked on an aggressive three year 
programme to re-focus the Park to appeal to a broader family audience.  The result was a 40% 
increase in attendance, an almost 50% increase in revenue and a seven-fold increase in 
profitability.  The successful sale of the Park drives the overall return on Palamon’s investment in 
Star Parks to 2.3x. 
 
Jonathan Heathcote, Partner at Palamon commented: “We are delighted to have completed on this 
transaction for Movie Park Germany, a business that has seen substantial profitable growth over 
the past three years driven by strong attendance levels.  Bill Muirhead and his team have done a 
superb job executing on the original strategy.  This is a solid final result for our successful 
investment in Star Parks.” 
 
Bill Muirhead, CEO of Star Parks, said, “It has been an exciting time working in partnership with 
Palamon to implement a family-oriented theme park strategy and very rewarding to see Movie 
Park Germany come into its own.  The Star Parks team is very proud of our accomplishment.” 
 
This sale marks another strong exit for Palamon, which most recently exited Nordic area consumer 
credit company, Nordax Finans AB, at a 3.7x return on investment.  Focusing on the European 
mid-market, Palamon has maintained strong deal flow over the past year, executing three 
investments valued at over €500 million. 
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Notes to the editors 
 
Palamon Capital Partners 
Palamon Capital Partners is an independent private equity partnership founded in 1999 and 
focused on providing equity for European growth services companies. Palamon originates, 
executes and manages investments across Europe. The firm targets investments in companies 
where the partnership’s experienced investment professionals can provide strategic direction and 
help build equity value.   
 
The Firm manages Palamon European Equity and Palamon European Equity II, capitalised at 
€1.1 billion. This makes one of the largest pools of private equity capital dedicated to growth 
investment opportunities in Europe’s mid market arena.  
 
For more information on Palamon refer to www.palamon.com. 
 
Palamon Advisors to the transaction 
Corporate finance advisors: Altium Capital Limited 
Financial and tax advisors: PriceWaterhouseCoopers (UK and Germany) 

KPMG (Belgium and Holland) 
Legal advisors: Slaughter and May (UK) 

Wilkie Farr (Germany) 
NautaDutilh (Holland) 

Insurance:   Marsh 
 
 


